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Eliminate the Center of Excellence 
in the College of Education 
and Behavioral Sciences
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WKU’s budget staff is moving for-
ward now that decisions have been 
made regarding budget cuts for the 
coming fiscal year.
The cuts were announced in an email 
from President Ransdell on Wednesday. 
Ann Mead, vice president for Finance 
and Administration, said in an email 
that “no budget reduction, small or 
large, is easy.”  
“After a series of budget reductions, 
our choices of where to make cuts, 
given a goal to protect positions, 
have become even more lim-
ited,” she said. “Administrative 
council discussed proposed 
budget reductions and 
recognized that there 
are pros and cons to each of the re-
ductions. However, as a package of re-
ductions, it’s a reasonable response to 
our financial challenges.”
She said she believes these cuts are 
final. 
Mead also said they tried to present 
the cuts in a straightforward manner.
“What may not be as clear is in some 
circumstances funding for a specific 
program or activity is being reduced, 
but that doesn’t necessarily trans-
late to a reduction in the program 
or activity,” she said. 
Approximately 91 percent of 
the budget reductions have 
been identified and will 
be implemented 
CAMERON KOCH AND TAYLOR HARRISON
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
$2,139,000
g o n e
The university budget cuts announced on 
Wednesday are affecting various departments 
and programs on campus, and the Student Gov-
ernment Association, Campus Activities Board 
and leadership programs are no exception. 
These three groups usually get an automatic 
budget increase, due to the Higher Education 
Price Index (HEPI), an inflation index that calcu-
lates potential financial waste at colleges.
Charley Pride, director of Student Activities 
and SGA’s adviser, said now the programs won’t 
be getting those increases. This will save the uni-
versity $8,000.
Less than 24 hours after news broke about the 
$93,000 in reductions to the Talisman yearbook 
budget, students took action.
Tweets bearing the #SavetheTalisman hashtag 
have been sent at a breakneck pace, while the 
Save The Talisman Facebook page totals 261 
likes as of Thursday night.
The Talisman’s operating budget has been 
slashed as part of the more than 2 million dollars 
cut in WKU’s proposed budget.
Charlotte Turtle, current Talisman adviser, said 
the students have dictated the movement.
“They created the tagline, it was totally a student 
Out of a $2,139,000 budget reduction, $315,000 
will come from eliminating recurring funding for 
the Provost’s Initiatives for Excellence awards.
The cut to the program is the single greatest 
item reduction proposed by cost.
PIE allows academic programs to submit pro-
posals for new initiatives and then receive fund-
ing from the Provost’s office to see the initiatives 
through.
Money used to support the Provost’s Initiatives 
for Excellence comes from numerous sources, 
including Academic Quality Phase I and II Funds, 








funding for the 
Provost's Initiatives 
for Excellence Awards
Reduce funding for 
the Talisman yearbook 
and achieve additional 
efficiencies in Student 
Publications
Eliminate budget 
for Faculty Center 




operations and the 
Welcome Center 





Merge the Institute 
for Citizenship and 
Social Responsibility 
with the ALIVE Center
$80,000
$33,000
Eliminate duplicative funding for 
the EdD stipends.
Redirect savings in the Utilities 
budget resulting from energy 
efficiencies achieved
Other efficiencies
Reduce institutional subsidy to 
Athletics (excluding student aid) by 
5% ($132,000) to be achieved over 
five consecutive budgets
Eliminate budget 
increases based on the 
Higher Education Price 
Index (HEPI)
Operating reductions 
achieved in nonacademic 
divisions
Reduce the cell phone 
allowance by $10/month
Eliminate budgeted 
positions which have 





Close Radcliff Center 
in Hardin County 
with services being 
maintained at other 
Hardin County Sites
Reallocate tuition 
from DELO to Central 
Budget
Athletics, student technology, 
Student Government 
Association/Student 
Programming, Health Services, 
Student Centers
Campus Services, Finances & 
Administration, Information 






























guests at Parents 
and Family 
Weekend
SEE BUDGET PAGE 2




Funding for new academic 
initiatives eliminated



























Program eliminations and consolidations 30%
Proposed budget cuts 
make key programs disappear
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with the new fiscal year that 
begins in July, Mead said. 
“We, however, have approxi-
mately $200,000 that needs to 
be reduced from the budget or 
funded with one-time funds,” 
she said. “We are evaluating 
additional ways to achieve ef-
ficiency, but it will not include 
layoffs or elimination of aca-
demic programs.” 
The single greatest item on 
the list of budget reductions 
is the elimination of recurring 
funds for the Provost’s Initia-
tives for Excellence awards.
PIE allows academic pro-
grams to submit proposals 
for new initiatives and then 
receive funding from the pro-
vost’s office to see the initia-
tives through.
Gordon Emslie, provost and 
vice president for Academic 
Affairs, said while there will 
not be money directly set aside 
for PIE in the budget, the pro-
gram will exist.
“Many of the initiatives that 
would have been funded by 
that program we hope will 
continue to be funded from 
other sources, from this office 
or from the other colleges,” 
Emslie said.
According to the proposed 
budget cuts, the ALIVE Center 
and and the Institute for Citi-
zenship and Social Responsi-
bility will merge. Ransdell said 
there’s no reason they can’t 
work together for a common 
purpose.
“It’s just a lot more efficient 
to merge those units and then 
we can save some money by 
doing so,” he said. 
Merging the two centers will 
save the university $80,000. 
The budget is being reduced 
for Research and Creative Ac-
tivity Program grants as well. 
“We do push research a lot, 
but our research numbers are 
not going up and it was the 
consensus of the group that it 
would not have a harmful ef-
fect if we reduced the funding 
for that particular program,” 
he said.
WKU’s property in Radcliff 
will be closed. It primarily 
served Fort Knox, but will have 
some of its functions moved to 
Fort Knox.
“As the education center 
that we will share with Hardin 
County Schools opens next 
year, it will reduce the need for 
the center in Radcliff,” he said. 
Money will also be coming 
out of the Division of Extended 
Learning and Outreach’s bud-
get and go toward the overall 
university budget.
“That’s more of a revenue 
enhancement than a budget 
cut,” he said.
Because of the Higher Edu-
cation Price Index (HEPI), an 
inflation index that calculates 
potential financial waste at 
colleges, certain departments 
usually get an automatic bud-
get increase. 
Programs which have bene-
fited from the HEPI in the past 
include the Student Govern-
ment Association, the athletics 
department, Student Technol-
ogy, Health Services and stu-
dent centers. Now, they will 
not be getting those increases. 
However, Ransdell said 95 
percent of the campus depart-
ments are unaffected by the 
cuts.
“We also protected every-
body’s salary,” he said. “No-
body, as the result of these ac-
tions, had a salary reduction. 
We also stuck to our pledge to 




and Provost Professional Development Funds.
Gordon Emslie, provost and vice president 
of Academic Affairs, said eliminating the re-
curring funding from the budget doesn’t mean 
the program will cease to exists.
“Many of the initiatives that would have been 
funded by that program we hope will continue 
to be funded from other sources, from this of-
fice or from the other colleges,” Emslie said. 
“We just eliminate the budget line. Therefore, 
we are not specifically tagging dollars to this 
anymore.”
Making up roughly 70 percent of the univer-
sity’s budget, Emslie said it was important for 
Academic Affairs to contribute to the reduc-
tion plan.
President Gary Ransdell said the decision 
to eliminate the funding was ultimately up to 
Emslie.
“He feels like he can still sustain most of the 
things that the provost’s initiatives have been 
for in the past,” Ransdell said. “That’s been a 
discretionary fund that the provost has used 
historically, and he feels like that he can oper-
ate effectively with other revenue sources.” 
The Quality Enhancement Program will also 
be losing $24,000 in funding.
The QEP is a course of action determined by 
the university that addresses a topic related to 
enhancing students learning or the student 
learning environment.
Engaging Students for Success in a Global 
Society was WKU’s previous QEP, implement-
ed in 2005.
The new QEP is required for WKU to receive 
reaffirmation of accreditation by the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools Commis-
sion on Colleges.
Positions that have been vacant for five or 
more years will also be eliminated under the 
current reduction proposal, saving $91,000.
Emslie said these long vacant positions were 
looked at differently than recently vacated po-
sitions. As a result, it was decided they be re-
moved.
“Removing a line doesn’t mean that a person 
lost their position,” Emslie said.
However, Emslie said with the exception of 
the handful of 5-year or longer vacated posi-
tions, faculty and staff searches and hiring will 
continue as normal, as well as a permanent 2 
percent salary increase for all faculty.
“All of these things could have been on the 
table for elimination,” he said. “I think it’s very 
important to appreciate what we still have.”
The process on what to cut and reduce hasn’t 
been easy, Emslie said.
“These were some very tough decisions we 
had to make, as with any budget cut,” Emslie 
said. “We chose to protect what we said we’d 
try to protect, which was jobs and salaries — 
the main actions on the action plan.”
effort,” Turtle said. “Right now, they are work-
ing on a website called Savethetalisman.com 
to be a place they can share information, as 
well as the history of the Talisman and a place 
where people can comment and tell why they 
love the Talisman.”
Earlier in the week, President Gary Ransdell 
told the Herald an investigation found many 
of the Talismans printed went unused. Rans-
dell also said he hoped the Talisman would ex-
plore going digital in the future.
Turtle said a digital Talisman may not be sus-
tainable and that all but one of this year's book 
were picked up.
“The product is some-
thing we care about, but 
it’s just the vehicle we use 
for students to get the ex-
perience,” she said. “It 
documents the history of 
Western, and it’s impor-
tant for people who don't 
even see the importance 
of it right now, people 
who want to see it in 50 
years. We do not think the 
technology that is around 
right now will be around 
in 50 years, but books will 
be. Books stand the test of 
time.”
Turtle said 2013 Talisman Editor-in-Chief 
Amber Plunkett and 2014 Talisman Editor-in-
Chief Katie Honadle have scheduled meetings 
with Ransdell and Gordon Emslie, provost and 
vice president of Academic Affairs, to discuss 
the budget cut.
Katie Clark found herself in a similar situa-
tion when she worked on the Talisman staff.
Clark said she worked hard to help secure 
permanent funding for the Talisman when she 
was a student. The Talisman went unfunded 
for a period of about six years.
“I thought having lost it once that we would 
never lose it again if we could just secure the 
funding,” Clark said.
Clark said she was in a state of “shock-and-
awe” upon hearing the news.
“For me it was very surprising, knowing the 
conversations that I’ve been apart of, knowing 
the things I’ve heard as a student and as an ad-
viser,” Clark said.
As a result of a slashed budget, Turtle said 
the Talisman staff is exploring their options to 
make up the difference, including a Student 
Government Association bill passed in 2006.
“SGA did approve a $9 per semester student 
fee, and if that was put into student fees again 
that would take care of the money that we’ve 
lost in this cut,” she said. “It is an option my 
students are talking about and trying to pur-
sue…they are working on figuring out how to 
get that back in place.”
“We didn’t get money taken away, so that’s 
better than losing money,” Pride said.
SGA President Keyana Boka said this will 
impact what SGA prioritizes and how they’ll 
spend their money. 
“I think it could potentially impact some of 
the new programs that we wanted to imple-
ment, but that will just depend on how much 
the programs will cost,” she said.
Boka said she, along with Nicki Seay, admin-
istrative vice president, and Mark Reeves, ex-
ecutive vice president, all have to be present 
when budgeting their money, but it’s Seay’s job 
to manage it. 
As far as not getting 
their increase, Reeves said 
he was just glad it wasn’t 
worse. 
“Some of the other cuts 
that were brought up, I’m 
a little more concerned 
about,” he said. “But 
in terms of SGA, I was 
pleased that it wasn’t more 
than it was.”
One of the items he was 
concerned about was a 
research related cut. The 
budget for Research and 
Creative Activity Programs 
grants will be reduced, sav-
ing the university $50,000.
 Reeves said research 
seems to get cut at a pretty 
strong rate, rather than 
cutting something like 
athletics. 
“There’s a token athletic 
cut; it’s really not a big cut 
if you look at the num-
bers,” he said.
Boka, Reeves and Seay 
all said they didn’t have 
any communication with the administration 
about the budget cuts beforehand.
“I had no contact from the administration 
about it,” Boka said. 
Despite this, Reeves said it was something he 
was able to anticipate.
Pride also said he had no communication re-
garding the cuts beforehand. 
“I’d had an inkling of it,” he said. 
Seay said she hasn’t looked at how the loss of 
the scheduled increase will specifically impact 
the budget, but she thinks they’ll be able to 
make it work.
“It’s definitely something that we’re going to 
be able to deal with,” she said.
While Pride said they didn’t necessarily know 
this was coming, these types of programs are 
what could be hit during budget cuts. 













 Justin Rivers grew up playing 
music in his father’s church in 
Fairfield, Ala. It wasn’t long be-
fore he realized music was go-
ing to be a life-long pursuit. At 
age 18, Rivers moved to Nash-
ville in hopes of beginning a 
country career. However, his 
biggest break wouldn’t come 
until about a decade later.
 The 29-year-old Bowling 
Green resident was recently 
a contestant on NBC’s “The 
Voice.” Rivers was eliminated 
from the show on Wednesday, 
bringing his whirlwind experi-
ence on the singing competi-
tion to an end.
 Rivers was among the top 16 
finalists on the show, and was 
one of four remaining artists 
on Blake Shelton’s team.
 Rivers said competing on the 
show was a cool experience 
and something any aspiring 
artist should have the chance 
to do.
 “It was fun just to be asso-
ciated with a show like ‘The 
Voice’ that has such a great 
reputation and seems to really 
take care of their artists,” he 
said. “It was great to just get on 
stage and play for a larger au-
dience and do what I do.”
 While on the show, Rivers 
had the opportunity to work 
with many notable artists, but 
said his experience working 
with Sheryl Crow was special.
 The pair bonded over the 
nerves that often plague musi-
cians throughout their careers.
 “Sheryl was really support-
ive of me as an artist and re-
ally encouraging,” Rivers said. 
“She could tell that in my blind 
audition, that there were lots 
of nerves involved. Really 
spoke to that and how in her 
journey she had experienced 
some times where the nerves 
seemed to have gotten the best 
of her.”
 All four of the songs Rivers 
performed on the show are 
available on iTunes.
 Rivers’ wife, Hannah, a se-
nior at WKU, said watching her 
husband advance throughout 
the show was emotional.
 “It was extremely over-
whelming for me,” Rivers said. 
“He’s extremely determined 
and motivated with his mu-
sic. Each round I was just like, 
‘This is it, he is going to go far 
in this thing.’”
 Nashville junior Dallas Wil-
son first heard Rivers’ talents at 
Crossland Community Church 
in Bowling Green, where Riv-
ers serves as musical director.  
 Wilson said he knew imme-
diately that Rivers was a stand-
out musician, and watching 
his talents broadcasted to mil-
lions on “The Voice” was par-
ticularly exciting.
  “It makes me really happy 
to see his talent recognized by 
really prestigious artists on na-
tional television,” he said of his 
friend.
 Wilson said he's excited for 
what lies in store for his friend.
 “I’m really excited about the 
future of his music career,” he 
said. “I think ‘The Voice’ is just 
a kick-start.”
 Rivers is back home in Bowl-
ing Green after returning from 
Los Angeles, where the show 
is taped. He hopes his appear-
ance and exposure on “The 
Voice” will boost his music 
career. If not, he said he is per-
fectly content with his life at 
home in Bowling Green.
“I’m going to ride this wave as 
long as I can and if something 




Student's husband competes on 'The Voice'
“It was great to just get on 
stage and play for a larger 
audience and do what I do.”
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*Denotes editorial board 
members. The Herald 
publishes on Tuesdays and 
Fridays during the school 
year. The first copy is free, and 
additional copies are 50 cents 
each, available in the Student 





The Herald encourages 
readers to write letters and 
commentaries on topics of 
public interest. Here are a few 
guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 
250 words. Commentaries 
should be about 500 words 
and include a picture.
2. Originality counts. Please 
don't submit plagiarized 
work.
3. For verification, letters and 
commentaries MUST include 
your name, phone number, 
home town and classification 
or title.
4. Letters may not run in every 
edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the 
right to edit all letters for style, 
grammar, length and clarity. 
The Herald does NOT print 
libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be 
received by 7 p.m. on Sunday 
and Wednesday.
growing pains
THE ISSUE: The Council on Postsecond-
ary Education’s decision to limit this 
fall’s tuition increase to 3 percent left a 
$2.1 million gap in WKU’s budget. In an 
email to faculty and staff on Wednes-
day, President Ransdell announced the 
cuts WKU will make to account for the 
difference.
OUR STANCE: Though Ransdell suc-
ceeded in preserving the jobs and base 
salaries of all WKU employees, those 
jobs would not be in jeopardy if WKU 
did not insist on expanding beyond its 
current means.
W ell, he did it.Somehow, and even we’re still scratching our heads 
about it, President Gary Ransdell man-
aged to find his roughly $2.1 million to 
cut in a strapped budget without a sin-
gle layoff or pay cut in base salary.
After the Council on Postsecondary 
Education decided to cap the in-state, 
undergraduate and face-to-face stu-
dent tuition increase at 3 percent on 
April 18, it seemed inevitable that WKU 
would be seeing some inconvenient 
salary cuts, maybe even job losses.
After all, in order to trudge on with cur-
rent expansion plans, the money had to 
come from somewhere. In an email to 
faculty and staff on April 18, even Rans-
dell did not seem entirely sold on the 
possibility of avoiding layoffs.
“Every effort will be made to protect 
as many jobs as possible and to act in 
the best interest of our students and 
employees,” he said in the email.
Not exactly a ringing promise of job 
security.
However, he managed to pull through.
Now of course, some of the cuts are 
unpopular — a big dig into the student 
yearbook, the Talisman, has spurred a 
Facebook page protest, and we’ve de-
tailed the effects of the other cuts in 
other sections of this paper.
But the fact remains most students 
won’t be facing that originally proposed 
5 percent tuition increase, so the termi-
nation or scaling back of these types of 
luxuries should be far from unexpected 
once the decision was made to avoid 
broad cuts to all departments and lay-
offs. 
Well played, Ransdell. 
But this entire budget trimming deal 
has left us at the Herald with a burning 
question.
Why did WKU continue to trudge on 
with expansion plans, such as the one 
for the Honors College and Internation-
al Center, and the Greek Row project.
When the Board of Regents met last 
month, they approved a measure to 
purchase two properties on Normal 
Drive, one at the cost of $240,000 and 
the other’s price is still unclear but ap-
proved to be purchased by eminent do-
main if necessary. These properties will 
become the site of the new Honors and 
International Center. Other lots were 
purchased for the Greek Row project.
Of note, it did occur to someone at the 
meeting that WKU ought to pause this 
project — you know — just until WKU’s 
not slashing whole departments’ bud-
gets to save jobs.
Faculty Regent Patti Minter and Stu-
dent Regent Cory Dodds both voted 
down the acquisition of the property.
Minter said after the meeting that 
constructing the Honors College and 
International building “is absolutely 
not a need.” 
She understands that you can’t spend 
money that you do not have.
Unfortunately, that vision is not 
shared by the rest of the Board of Re-
gents, pursuing this Greek row housing 
initiative and the new Honors College 
and International Building.
If these projects were put on hold, 
WKU wouldn’t be making these budget 
decisions in the first place or at least not 
to this degree.
So while it’s great that jobs were saved 
and damage was minimized to the av-
erage student’s education, we’re all left 
with that lingering question.
Was the damage even necessary?
Programs shrink as campus expands
@codywhitlock15
And just like that I completed my first year of college!! 
#WKU
2:18 PM 9 May 13
@DaisofReo
Farewell #WKU #BitterSweet
9:46 AM 9 May 13
@Bhooklai_ooki_up
Bye PFT, I hope we never meet again! #WKU 
10:33 AM 9 May 13
 
@hi_itsKrista
Who the hell is the genius that decided the shuttle 
should come every 30 mins finals week??! IT SHOULD 
COME MORE NOT LESS! #wtf #wku
12:24 PM 7 May 13
@SWolfgram 
Last sunset at #wku and last night in my tower 
7:32 PM 8 May 13
@maiphoang
#WKU student publications alum stepped up with 
$1mil in donations for a new home. That effort is 
needed to #savethetalisman
6:34 PM 9 May 13 
@EricaMexyJones
Roommate's gone. This feels weird… #wku #summer ! 
4:08 PM 9 May 13
As a student it was an honor to be a part of 
the Talisman staff, and as an adviser it was 
humbling to learn from a group of bright and 
promising students. A student once told me 
that print isn’t dead — that it has simply trans-
formed into a work of art. That is exactly what 
the Talisman embodies. If you’ve opened the 
pages of one recently, you will quickly realize 
that it is a publication made for the 
shelves of the finest bookstore or 
nicest coffee table.
The Talisman isn’t a yearbook. It’s 
a piece of WKU’s history, and it is 
a piece of me. During my days on 
the Hill, the Talisman helped shape 
and mold me in ways that a class-
room didn’t even come close. I owe 
much of my professional success 
to what I learned as a student while 
working on the Talisman. There 
isn’t a monetary value large enough 
to equal what I have gained from 
my Talisman experience.
It was less than 10 years ago that I wrote 
a commentary for the Herald encouraging 
my fellow WKU students to support a $9 per 
semester student activity fee to generate a 
source of permanent funding for the Talis-
man. At the time, I was about to embark on 
my second term as editor and I had the full 
support of the administration in my efforts.
When the fee passed I was elated, believing 
that the future of the award-winning publi-
cation was safe. I felt that as a student I had 
made a difference — one that would impact 
future WKU students for years to come. When 
it came before the Board of Regents, instead 
of creating a student activity fee they made 
the Talisman a part of the general university 
budget. At the time they respected the Talis-
man, spoke highly of it’s award-winning his-
tory and knew what an integral role it played 
in documenting campus life.
Today, I find myself in a state of shock at 
how the the Talisman has changed in their 
eyes. A proposed budget cut of 47 
percent to one of the country’s top 
college yearbooks will once again 
place this beloved publication in a 
state of flex. But I’m also extremely 
proud today; proud to be a part 
of an amazing group of Talisman, 
Herald, Journalism School and 
WKU alumni who love and support 
the Talisman.
It was through working in Stu-
dent Publications for four years 
as an adviser that I realized my 
success isn’t measured by the title 
following my name or the amount 
of money in my paycheck. Instead it is mea-
sured by my ability to positively impact oth-
ers. And so I’m doing all I can to spread the 
word and show how much this publication 
means to me and to WKU’s tradition of ex-
cellence.
I encourage you, too, to have a positive 
impact on the future of the Talisman and 
show your support for the current staff. So 
open your Talisman and revisit your time on 
the Hill, and then head to www.savethetalis-
man.com and let us know what supporting 
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Athletics department faces $135,000 in cuts
The athletics department 
was not spared from the recent 
wave of announced budget 
cuts at WKU.
A total of $135,000 was cut 
from the Topper athletics de-
partment’s budget in WKU’s 
2013-14 Budget Reduction 
Plan, released Wednesday. 
More than $2 million was 
slashed from the university’s 
budget.
Athletics Director Todd Stew-
art said he expected the athlet-
ics department to be affected 
by the cuts just like any other 
department at WKU.
“Any time you have a budget 
cut of any kind it presents chal-
lenges because you have less at 
your disposal moving forward, 
but certainly when the univer-
sity has to cut over two million 
dollars, that can’t be done un-
less a lot of areas are 
affected,” Stewart 
said. “I understand 
that, and I support 
that.”
The bulk of the cuts 
came in two areas 
— $109,000 was cut 
from athletics based 
on recommenda-
tions based on the 
Higher Education 
Price Index, an infla-
tion index that calcu-
lates potential finan-
cial waste at colleges, while 
$26,000 was cut by reducing 
funds given to athletics from 
the school. That $26,000 is part 
of a larger plan to eliminate 
a total of $132,000 from the 
athletics department’s budget 
over the next five years.
Stewart said he 
worked with Presi-
dent Gary Ransdell 
and the WKU ad-
ministrative council 
to make sure the cuts 
in funding were rela-
tively easy to work 
around.
“It was obvious 
that athletics had to 
be a part of the bud-
get cuts, and I credit 
President Ransdell 
and our entire ad-
ministrative council — we 
had a lot of conversations on 
this topic,” Stewart said. “We 
looked at a lot of areas and I 
think, ultimately, what really 
was derived to come up with 
over two million dollars in 
budget cuts was really very fair, 
involved a lot of different areas, 
and was the best way to move 
forward.”
Finances have been a big 
story for Topper athletics this 
year. WKU recently made foot-
ball coach Bobby Petrino the 
highest paid coach in school 
history and is expected to pay 
a $2 million entrance fee over 
the course of the next couple of 
years to join Conference USA.
Stewart said that move to C-
USA and the revenue that will 
come in through the confer-
ence’s television deal should 
benefit the WKU athletics 
department, despite the en-
trance fee.
“We don’t get any confer-
ence revenues right now, so to 
speak, and certainly we need 
to increase our revenues mov-
ing forward,” he said. “That’s 
what Conference USA will en-
able us to do.”
Stewart said the budget cuts 
will not affect one sport more 
than another — the entire 
department will be pinching 
pennies for a little while.
“It’ll affect our operations,” 
he said. “There’s no specific cut 
to any specific sport or any-
thing like that, we’ll just have 
to get a little bit leaner in terms 
of how we operate because 







The WKU softball team completed a three-game sweep against Louisiana Monroe on Sunday. The Toppers defeated the 
Warhawks 8-3.  LUKE FRANKE/HERALD
two down,
two to go
Lady Toppers two wins from 
first Sun Belt tournament title
No. 1 seed WKU (40-14) is riding an 
eight-game win streak and needs just 
two more wins to be crowned champi-
ons of the Sun Belt Conference Tourna-
ment.
WKU topped Louisiana-Monroe 
Wednesday and North Texas Thursday 
in the first two rounds of the tourna-
ment to earn a spot in the conference 
semifinals. WKU will move on to face 
the winner of Friday’s 10 a.m. game be-
tween Florida Atlantic and Louisiana-
Lafayette. 
The top-seeded Lady Toppers used 13 
hits to seal a resounding 9-1 first-round 
victory over No. 8 seed Louisiana-Mon-
roe on Wednesday at the Troy Softball 
Complex.
Senior pitcher Mallorie Sulaski al-
lowed just two hits en route to a 3-1 vic-
tory over No. 4 seed North Texas in the 
second round on Thursday. 
Sulaski, who pitched all seven innings 
while giving up just one run, said the 
Lady Toppers are prepared for any pos-
sible opponent moving forward to the 
semifinals. 
“It’s a great win,” Sulaski said. “I’m re-
ally excited about it…I’m ready to play 
whoever.”
Thursday’s win was a landmark for 
WKU — the Lady Toppers eclipsed the 
40-win mark for the first time in school 
history in the win against North Texas.
Two more wins would break more 
school records. WKU is looking to attain 
its first ever conference tournament ti-
tle and automatic NCAA regional berth 
after locking up the regular-season 
conference title outright. 
The No. 1 seed Lady Toppers went 5-1 
in the regular season against Florida 
Atlantic and Louisiana-Lafayette this 
year, including a sweep of Florida At-
KYLE WILLIAMS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The Lady Toppers have spent this season 
turning the phrase “playing like a girl” into 
a compliment, and they aren’t finished yet.
WKU locked up win No. 40 Thursday in 
a 3-1 win over North Texas in the second 
round of the Sun Belt Conference Tourna-
ment and will face the winner of the Loui-
siana-Lafayette-Florida Atlantic winner Fri-
day with a spot in the conference finals on 
the line.
Tyra Perry, your Sun Belt Conference 
Coach of the Year, has had the Lady Toppers 
playing like a juggernaut 
per the course of the past 
month — after getting 
swept in a two-game 
series against Texas in 
early April, WKU (40-14, 
21-3 SBC) has gone 20-1 
since April 10, with the 
only loss coming on the 
road at No. 11 Missouri.
Domination in Sun 
Belt play has had a key 
role in that stretch. WKU 
has won 14 consecutive 
Sun Belt contests — the 
Lady Toppers haven’t lost to a conference 
opponent since March.
Perry isn’t shy when it comes to talking about 
goals for her team as the postseason looms.
“The sky’s the limit,” Perry said last week. 
“We have a team that has the will to win, and 
they have the talent.”
The best part of WKU’s record-setting sea-
son — Perry became the school’s winningest 
coach and Amanda Thomas set the all-time 
home run record this year — could just be 
getting started. The NCAA Tournament Re-
gionals begin next Thursday and even if they 
fall short in the conference tournament, the 
Lady Toppers have a good shot at earning an 
at-large berth.
Some things will have to keep going WKU’s 
way, though, if the Lady Toppers hope to 
make noise in the upcoming NCAA Tourna-
ment.
WKU’s success on the mound has to keep 
up. The Lady Toppers have thrived off of 
the arm of junior pitcher Emily Rousseau, 
whose 23-5 record earned her Sun Belt Con-
ference Pitcher of the Year honors, as well as 
pitchers Mallorie Sulaski and Janna Scheff. 
WKU struggles, however, when the oppo-
nent is scoring — eight of the Lady Toppers’ 
14 losses have come when their opponent 
puts up six or more runs.
The Lady Toppers have to keep the long 
ball in play. Junior infielder Amanda Thom-
as has 13 home runs on the year, and sopho-
more infielder Preslie Cruce has 11. Teams 
with the best sluggers tend to do well come 
tournament time.
And finally, don’t believe the hype. Picked 
to finish sixth in the preseason Sun Belt poll, 
the Lady Toppers exceeded almost all expec-
tations in the regular season. The conference 
tournament is not a good time to let success 
get to your head.
Two games could stand between WKU 
and a Sun Belt title and NCAA Tournament 
berth.
The rest of the conference tournament 
is available for fans of the Lady Toppers to 
watch at wkusports.com. Just don’t say they 
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SPORTS BRIEF: LADY TOPPERS 
ADD ANOTHER GUARD
SPORTS BRIEF: TOPPERS HOST 
LAST HOME SERIES OF SEASON
The WKU women’s basketball roster 
just keeps getting bigger.
The Lady Toppers have received 
a commitment from junior college 
transfer guard Chanell Lockhart. She 
will be allowed to play next season and 
has two seasons of eligibility left.
Lockhart, a 5-10 guard, played two 
seasons at Odessa College before sign-
ing to play for WKU. Last season, she 
averaged 10.2 points and 4.9 rebounds 
for the Lady Wranglers.
WKU coach Michelle Clark-Heard 
said Lockhart brings defense and re-
bounding to the table for the Lady 
Toppers.
“She will be a nice addition on the 
offensive end but will do a lot for us 
defensively as well,” Heard said in a 
statement. “She is a great addition to 
our family as we continue to try to 
build our program back to a champi-
onship level that can compete for the 
conference championship and ad-
vance in the NCAA Tournament.”
Lockhart is the sixth player to join 
the Lady Topper roster since the sea-
son ended in a loss in the Women’s 
National Invitation Tournament in 
March, along with guards Jasmine 
Crawford and Kierra Muhammad, 
forwards Bria Gaines and Aleeya Har-
ris and center Ruta Savickaite. While 
the team had no graduating seniors 
this season, two players — freshman 
guard LeAsia Wright and freshman 
forward Mariah Sunkett — will trans-
fer before the start of next year.
- Herald staff
The stakes are high for the Toppers 
this weekend as they play in their fi-
nal home series of the season against 
Florida Atlantic.
WKU (24-24, 13-11 Sun Belt Con-
ference) and FAU (28-20, 13-11 SBC) 
are currently tied for fourth place in 
the Sun Belt with less than two weeks 
from the start of the Sun Belt Confer-
ence Tournament. If the season ended 
today, the Toppers and Owls would 
face each other in the first round of the 
tournament.
FAU is a middling team on offense 
but thrives on its pitching — the Owls 
have a team ERA of 3.92, good for sec-
ond-best in the conference.
The FAU pitching rotation is led by 
sophomore Austin Gomber, who leads 
the team with an ERA of 3.04 in 74 in-
nings pitched this year. Gomber is ex-
pected to take the mound in the series 
opener Friday.
The Toppers are currently riding a 
two-game win streak after winning 
the back half of last weekend’s series 
against Louisiana-Monroe but have 
struggled as of late — WKU had lost 
five in a row before those wins last 
weekend.
Some WKU veterans may have even 
more motivation to play well over the 
weekend. The Toppers will honor their 
seniors during Senior Day ceremonies 
on Sunday — this will be the final se-
ries at Nick Denes Field for the seven 
seniors on the WKU roster.
The series will kick off Friday at 6 
p.m., with the second game starting at 
3 p.m. Saturday and the third starting 
Sunday at noon.
- Herald staff
lantic at the WKU Softball Complex in March. 
The only loss came to Louisiana-Lafayette, at that point 
ranked No. 15 in the NCAA, on the road in March.
WKU has found success lately against Sun Belt opponents. 
The Lady Toppers are riding a 14-game Sun Belt win streak 
dating back to March.
Sulaski said the key to making it to the championship game 
is playing sound Lady Topper softball. 
“Just keep doing the same thing we are,” Sulaski said. “We 
need to take it pitch-by-pitch and inning-by-inning. We just 
need to play Western Kentucky softball.”
The Lady Toppers are set to take the field at 3 p.m. on Fri-
day at the Troy Softball Complex, though their opponent in 
the round has yet to be determined.
A win in Friday’s game would solidify a spot in the Sun Belt 




 • Police served Nashville senior 
Eric Cavender a summons for wan-
ton endangerment at the WKU po-
lice department on May 7.
 Arrest
 • Police arrested freshman Broder-
ick Farley, Barnes Campbell Hall, for 
driving with one headlight, careless 
driving, possession of marijuana, 
DUI, prescription controlled sub-
stance not in original container, 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance and tampering with physical 
evidence on May 8.
Crime Reports
Click on the graphic to see 
the interactive crime map
JOIN A WINNER
In print.  Online.  Mobile
We've covered WKU since 1925, but this fall will be different.
The College Heights Herald will leap into the future by combining some of 
the best
 college journalism in the nation with cutting-edge technology, allowing 
us to deliver 
news WHEN you want it, WHERE you  want it and HOW you want it.
FORWARD FALL 2013 APPLICATIONS TO  
Editor@wkuherald.com
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Freshman third baseman Thomas Peter, of San Ramon, Calif., is expected to make a 
substantial impact during his time at WKU through his hitting and his ability to play 
the left side of the infield.  LUKE FRANKE/HERALD
Freshman infielder Thomas Peter 
didn’t let a lack of interest stop him 
from advertising himself to the WKU 
baseball coaches.
Determined to continue his baseball 
career after high school, Peter thought 
that the Topper baseball team would be 
a good fit for him. The California native 
decided to send a video of himself to 
the coaching staff at WKU (1-2) to ex-
press interest in the program.
After coach Matt Myers flew out to 
California to watch Peter, he knew the 
infielder would be a good fit for his 
team.
“He’s a plus kid,” Myers, a Carmichael, 
Calif., native said. “His makeup is off 
the chart. He’s a gym rat, he’s a field rat 
and a very good academic kid. He really 
did his homework on us and he’s just a 
really good fit.”
Peter looked at schools in the south 
when he was looking to continue his 
baseball career – he said that he wanted 
to try something “completely new.” He 
also said he knew about the “great pro-
gram” at WKU.
After a visit to Bowling Green, Peter 
said he was attracted to the program 
from day one.
“I knew coach Myers was from Cali-
fornia and he came over and saw me,” 
Peter said. “After watching a few games 
here and seeing the atmosphere and fa-
cilities; they’re unbelievable. I was just 
attracted from day one, just the whole 
athletic atmosphere at Western and the 
academics. That’s what really brought 
me here.”
After a pinch-hit single in last Satur-
day’s loss against Bowling Green State, 
AUSTIN LANTER
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
SEE PETER PAGE 7
WKU receives notice of allegations against Morton
The ripples of a sports scan-
dal in the national headlines 
are affecting WKU.
President Gary Ransdell re-
ceived an NCAA letter of allega-
tions Wednesday concerning 
possible violations committed 
by men’s basketball Director 
of Basketball Operations Jake 
Morton during his time as an 
assistant at Miami.
The allegations surfaced 
in August 2011 when Yahoo! 
Sports published a story de-
tailing benefits received by Mi-
ami players and recruits in the 
football and men’s basketball 
programs from 2002 through 
2010.
The benefits in question 
were provided by former 
booster Nevin Shapiro, who is 
currently serving federal pris-
on time for his role in a $930 
million Ponzi scheme.
The notice of allegations, ob-
tained by the Miami Herald, 
states that between October 
2007 and October 2008, Mor-
ton accepted at least 
$6,000 of supplemen-
tal income from Sha-
piro.
A basketball coach 
receiving additional 
income from a booster 
violates NCAA Bylaws 
11.3.1 and 11.3.2.
The allegations also 
detail three recruiting 
violations committed 
by Morton:
• On Oct. 4, 2008, Mor-
ton and fellow assistant 
Jorge Fernandez arranged for 
Shapiro to have in-
person, off-campus 
recruiting contact 
in Shapiro’s suite 
at a Miami foot-
ball game with the 
coach of a recruit, 
Donovan Kirk. Kirk 
was on campus at 
the time taking a 
visit.
• On Oct. 26, 2008, 
Morton and Fer-
nandez arranged 
for Shapiro to have in-
person, off-campus recruiting 
contact with two coaches of a 
recruit, Durand Scott, at Shap-
iro’s home and at a local night-
club. Morton and Fernandez 
also provided impermissible 
inducements in the form of 
transportation and entertain-
ment of the two coaches. Scott 
was taking a visit at the time.
• In April 2009, Morton ar-
ranged for Shapiro to have re-
cruiting contact via telephone 
with a coach of highly-rated 
recruit John Wall. Morton also 
provided impermissible trans-
portation to Wall’s coach dur-
Expectations are high as the Toppers 
move into Jonesboro, Ark., this SUn-
day for the Sun Belt Indoor Champi-
onships. Coach Erik Jenkins, however, 
just wants his team to execute.
WKU has had a very successful sea-
son up to this point.  The Toppers 
have broken personal records at ev-
ery meet, had successful meet-title 
defenses, and three Toppers – senior 
Houston Croney, junior David Mo-
kone, and senior Sharika Smith – have 
been named Sun Belt Conference 
track and field athletes of the week.
“We’ve got some really talented ath-
letes, we just have to put it all togeth-
er,” Jenkins said. 
The coaching staff will look to its 
veteran athletes Sunday for leader-
ship, and there are plenty on the team 
who are waiting to do just that. 
“We hope that (senior) Joseph Che-
bet and David Mokone will go out and 
compete well in the distance events,” 
Jenkins said. 
Chebet notched four individual wins 
this season, as his teammate Mokone 
found similar success at the top of Sun 
Belt Conference. 
Jenkins said Mokone has taken big 
individual steps forward this year.
“David is in better shape, his race 
strategy is a whole lot more efficient, 
and he can get in and move around in 
traffic a whole lot better than he could 
a year ago,” Jenkins said. 
Mokone said hard work in practice 
was important for his development 
this season.
“We have been consistently practic-
ing high mileage, usually 70 miles a 
week,” Mokone said.
Jenkins also said he’s looking for 
Smith, who had a pair of third-place 
finishes in the conference champion-
ships last season, to step up. He said 
he’s looking for junior Elvyonn Bailey 
and junior Marcus Winstead to do 
well in the sprint events.
Both Baily and Winstead come in off 
impressive seasons, with most recent-
ly twelfth and tenth place showings, 
respectively, in the 400-meter dash at 
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Sophomore forward Chastity Gooch goes for a layup against two University of Louisiana-Monroe defenders. The Lady Toppers 
won 65-63.  BRANDON CARTER/HERALD
Audition tape leads to opening weekend start for California freshman
One of the best Lady Topper seasons 
in recent memory kept rolling with an-
other win this week.
WKU (19-7, 12-5 Sun Belt Confer-
ence) survived a late push in Diddle 
Arena against Louisiana-Monroe to 
hold on for a 65-63 win Wednesday. 
With three games left, the Lady Toppers 
will hit the road this weekend for their 
final road trip before the upcoming Sun 
Belt Conference Tournament.
Wednesday’s game had enough ex-
citement for a whole season. After rush-
ing out to a 24-8 lead, thanks in part to 
the Lady Warhawks starting two-of-18 
from the field, WKU had to survive a 
41-point second half effort from ULM 
and a missed heave as time expired to 
hang on for the win.
Close games are where the Lady Top-
pers have thrived this year. WKU has 
gone 6-2 in games decided by six points 
or less this season, compared to 2-7 in 
last season’s 9-21 campaign.
Coach Michelle Clark-Heard said 
finding a way to win close games has 
been a big focal point for her team this 
season, and the game against ULM was 
just an example of that.
“We’re 12-5 in the conference and 
19-7, so that’s what you have to look at 
this time of the year,” Heard said after 
the game Wednesday. “It’s survive and 
advance, and every game you have to 
figure out how to get that ‘W.’”
The Lady Toppers have succeeded 
this season when sophomore guard 
LUCAS AULBACH
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
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Lady Toppers winning close games
MORTON
Director of 
Basketball 
Operations
TRACK AND FIELD
